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$250,00 in Wrist 
Compasses Doomed 
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Associated Press 

The Army plans to destroy 
70,000 wrist compasses worth 
nearly $250,000 because their 
luminous dials give off a radio- 
active gas dangerous in accu- 
mulated quantities. 

Some 30,000 of the wrist- 
worn compasses have been dis- 
tributed since 1958, while 40,- 
000 more are stored in Army 
depots around the country. 

The Army acknowledged the 
compass was being recalled 
“to preclude any possible in- 
jury.” 

The instruments, worth $3.50 
each when purchased, will be 
shipped to the army’s Edge- 
wood Arsenal in Maryland and 
eventually destroyed. 

In response to questions, the 
Army said 

“The U.S. Army Environ- 
mental Hygiene Agency, a Sur- 
geon General’s office unit, 
during one of its periodic 
depot inspections, determined 
that there was a potential 
health hazard existing where 
the compasses were stored due 
to an accumulation of radon 
gases in the h e r m e t i c a 1 ly 
sealed containers. 

“As a precautionary meas- 
ure,” the Army said, “Instruc- 
tions were issued in July to 
remove the compasses from 
stock-for-issue to preclude any 
possible injury. 

“There is no record of any 
injuries from their use during 
the past eight years,” it said. 

Radon gas, a spokesman ex- 
plained, emits radioactive par- 
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. . . must be destroyed 


tides that could damage hu- 
man lungs if breathed over a 
period of time. The gas forms 
from decaying radium used to 
make the compass dial 
luminous. 

The danger involved in a 
single compass was described 
as infinitesimal — no more than 
in an ordinary wristwatch or 
car instrument panel. 

The potential hazard, how- 
ever, lies where a number of 
compases are brought together 
for storage. 

The Army said it is develop- 
ing a replacement for the old 
compass. 


